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FROM THE EDITOR: 
 
Welcome to the Spring edition of Shelley Point News. This will be my last time as 
editor of the newsletter (see details below) and I could not have picked a better time 
to step down – the flower season is breathtaking and with all the winter rain we 
have had, the countryside is greener than I have ever seen it in the ten years that I 
have been here on the West Coast. What a pleasure and a privilege to live in such a 
beautiful part of the world! As usual, there is plenty to inspire and interest you and 
I sincerely hope that you will enjoy this final offering from me.  

May I take this final opportunity to wish you all the best for what remains of 2023 
and the years ahead. 

Cheers and prosperity to you all. 

Happy reading! 
 
Terry 
 
Shelley Point News to get a new editor (Terry Mackintosh):  

After nearly eight years of being editor of Shelley Point News, I have decided to step down and devote more 
time to travel and other pursuits. I initially launched the newsletter in March 2016 as I was concerned by 
the lack of communication that existed (or rather, didn’t exist) between the homeowners and the HOA. 
Very few residents even knew who the trustees were and what their responsibilities entailed. So, I decided 
to start a newsletter with the main objective of ensuring a steady flow of information to both homeowners 
and long term residents as well as a forum by which sports and social bodies could communicate. I also 
wanted to provide interesting and informative articles about the community itself – the people, the fauna, 
the flora and any other newsworthy items of relevance. I was initially told that a newsletter would be a 
waste of time as there wouldn’t be enough to write about. Well, that person sure was wrong as I really 
struggle these days to keep the newsletter under 12 pages! 

Editing Shelley Point News has been an enjoyable and rewarding experience and I especially need to thank 
you, the readers, for your support and positive feedback during the past eight years. I have received a huge 
number of messages and emails from homeowners, both here and abroad, who have commented on how 
much they enjoy and look forward to the publication. To you all, I give my heartfelt thanks as without your 
support, the newsletter would not have continued to grow and flourish. I have no doubt at all that the next 
editorial team will continue to deliver a newsletter that will provide a great source of interesting and 
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relevant information to all our homeowners and permanent residents.  So, this will be my last newsletter 
and as such, I will be signing off for the final time. I would like to thank Ian Mac for his hard work on layouts 
for each edition and our translators, initially Neels Kornelius and lately, Kobus Metz. Thank-you gentlemen, 
for your contribution and the impeccable work over the years. 

CHAIRPERSONS BRIEF (Carlos Gomes):   
 
By the time this newsletter is circulated, we will be in the final month of FY 22-23 (1 October 2022 to 30 

September 2023 financial year).  On behalf of the Trustee Committee (TC), I am pleased to report that both 

the Home Owners Association and the Sports & Social Club are in very healthy financial positions.  

 

As at the end of Q3 (30 June 2023), the overall financial status of said entities was: 

 

SPHOA: 

o Revenue ahead of budget by 10%, due primarily to better than planned levy collections and interest 

earned. 

o Expenditure below budget by 5%. This is expected to reduce closer to budget as some major 

interventions in progress are planned to be concluded in Q4. 

S&SC:   

o Revenue ahead of budget by 35%, due to record income generation by the Clubhouse snack-bar 

and the sporting codes, especially golf. 

o Expenditure ahead of budget by 2% due to higher than planned maintenance costs and liquor 

license related costs. 

 

I would like to extend the TC’s gratitude to Members who participated positively in the Forum held on 14 

and 21 July. Your submissions made a meaningful contribution to the 3-year budgeting process currently 

being composed.    

 

In closing, I would like to extend the TC’s gratitude to the outgoing Newsletter Editor, Terry Mackintosh 

who has played a pivotal role in compiling the timeous circulation of our ever-improving and interesting 

newsletter for the past eight years – THANK YOU TERRY! 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE (Rike Viljoen and EC team): 
 
Environmental Management: After three years of SPHOA member volunteers contributing their time and 
expertise to matters related to the local environment, all the operational portfolios of the Environmental 
Sub-Committee (EC) have been taken over by Shelley Point (SP) line-management. This management 
decision was necessitated to ensure centralized responsibility and accountability for implementation of the 
SP Environmental Policy and Guidelines (developed by the EC and mandated by the HOA members) and the 
Strategic Environmental Plan of the Trustee Committee (TC), thereby reducing the need for and reliance on 
volunteers.  

Two Trustees, the PDC (Person Designated by the TC as per the SP Constitution) and one volunteer who 
represents SP on the St. Helena Bay Water Quality Trust, will advise management on environmental affairs. 
They will also monitor the Estate’s compliance and performance in terms of the Environmental Policy and 



   3 

Plan. Members are urged to report to Management any environmental issues observed on the Estate. The 
health of and importance to protect our natural environment and all its creatures, is central to the ethos of 
SP.  

Rehabilitation of Communal Spaces and Conservation 
Zones: Against the backdrop of accelerated 
development and habitat loss (165 erven have been 
cleared for construction since January 2022 – the 
equivalent of 8 hectares or 10 rugby pitches), the 
Environmental Committee initiated the environmental 
rehabilitation of Communal Property, especially the 
designated Conservation Zones. To protect biodiversity 
and reduce fuel loads, invasive alien trees were removed 
by a contractor. A protocol for the restoration of 
degraded Strandveld habitat has been adopted and two 
environmental workers have been trained to do this 
work. Active dune restoration work can be viewed at 13th 
and 9th Streets and 1st Avenue. By using rescued plants 
from construction sites, the “sterile” sites where alien 
trees have been removed, are revegetated. This 
approach is faster than passive restoration i.e. gradual 
litter decomposition and plant succession from pioneer 
to climax stage. According to this protocol, the use of 
fishing nets to cover sites damaged by construction activities, is no longer allowed. It impedes vegetation 
recovery and interferes with ecological processes.  

ESTATE MANAGERS REPORT (Aldo Fourie): 
 
General Security Update:   

As most Members are aware by this time, the Security Offices have temporarily relocated to No. 6 - 1st 
Street whilst renovation to the Admin Building and Control Room are in progress. All security related 
services continue as per normal and we look forward to moving into the upgraded building by no later than 
end of September 2023. 

Members will also note new CCTV cameras being installed in the coming weeks. This is in line with our 
strategic security improvements to ensure we stay one step ahead. New LPR (License Plate Recognition) 
cameras will also be installed as it was identified that the technology on the current cameras is outdated. 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind our Members not to be complacent when it comes to 
home security. The recently conducted security audit noted that a few properties leave their garage doors 
open during the day. With the high number of external contractors entering the Estate daily, this is a theft 
risk that can easily be avoided. It is always better to be vigilant rather than complacent. 

Contractors and work allowed over Weekends & Public Holidays:  

There seems to be some uncertainty regarding what work is allowed and what contractors can enter the 
Estate over weekends. We would like to draw our Members’ attention to the protocol currently in place 
addressing this matter: 
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• No work whatsoever is allowed on active building sites (Properties without an Occupancy 

Certificate). This includes landscaping, fiber installation or moving in of furniture. 

• Existing properties (those with a valid Occupancy Certificate) may attend to general maintenance 

work on a Saturday between 08:00 and 14:00. Contractors assisting with general maintenance work 

are allowed into the Estate by arranging access with Security in advance. 

• Between 14:00 on Saturdays and 07:00 on Mondays, no maintenance work is allowed and no 

contractors will be allowed access into the Estate. The only exemption to this is if emergency work 

must be conducted and special consent is obtained from Estate Management. 

• Public Holidays will be treated the same as a Sunday. 

We ask that our Members respect this protocol and ensure that the integrity of our Security and General 
Rules is not compromised by abusing the system. 

Property Aesthetics Audit:  
 
Estate Management will be conducting an audit in the coming weeks to identify properties that, in 
accordance with the BDCR & General Rules of the Estate, are not maintained adequately. Properties that 
require maintenance work will be notified individually and will be afforded sufficient time to remedy the 
situation. The most common neglected maintenance items include: 
 

• Painting or cleaning (high pressure) of building facades, roofing and boundary walls. 

• Landscaping of sidewalks. 

• Vegetation maintenance of vacant stands. 

Please note that this process is done to ensure that the Estate keeps a pleasant aesthetical appeal and 
Members are reminded of their obligation to comply in this regard. Your cooperation would be greatly 

appreciated. 
 
Building Activity at Shelley Point: 
  
The construction surge seems to be continuing in Shelley Point with very little indication of slowing down. 
Between 16 May 2023 and 14 August 2023, a total of thirty new building sites have been opened, only two 
down from the previous reporting period.  
 
The number of building plans received remained almost the same with a total of fifty-one building plans 
being submitted for adjudication. Thirty of these were for new buildings with the balance being alterations 
or additions to existing buildings. Twenty-three building sites were also completed and signed off during 
this period which means a nett gain of seven new construction sites. 
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Quarter 3 figures are taken as of 14/08/2023                                                                                                                                         
Building Plan Figures include Alterations to Existing Houses 

 
SPORT AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: 
 
Golf (John Huxted):  With the abundant winter rains together with the hard work put in by the greens staff, 
the golf course is looking the best it has in many years. The annual Matchplay competition was held during 
April and May and saw twenty-six players participating. Honours went to Hennie du Plessis who emerged 
as the 2023 winner of the Matchplay trophy.  July 14 and 15 saw the playing of the Club Championships in 
which twenty-nine players competed across four divisions, one being the Ladies Division which made a 
welcome return this year after not being played for more than five years. Congratulations to Bartlett 
Bernard on being crowned our 2023 Club Champion and who scored a gross 172 over the two days, nudging 
out second placed Aldo Fourie by one stroke!  
 
Full results of the 2023 Club Championships are as 
follows: 

 

Look forward to lots more golf over the summer. Happy 
hacking! 

Tennis (Marquin Strauss): Weekly tennis will begin once again during the upcoming spring and summer 
seasons as more favourable weather conditions return. Members will be informed on a weekly basis via 
our WhatsApp group when the tennis club will meet but provisionally, sessions remain on Thursdays at 
10h00 subject to weather and availability. Any new members who are interested in joining the tennis club 
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Shelley Point Building Activity

Building Plans Received Building Sites Opened Building Projects Completed

From left to right:  
 
Maurits Marnewick – Winner, B Division 
Bartlett Barnard - Mens Club Champion. 
Ben vd Merwe – Winner, C Division 
Anne Ainsworth – Ladies Club Champion 
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can contact me for further information. Contact details are available in the directory on the last page. All 
levels are welcome. 

Kayaking (Billy Fisher): Pack away the winter woolies because spring is here and the wildlife has awakened! 
Last summer was spectacular with plenty of kayaking, fun in the sun and an abundance of wildlife sightings. 
Shelley Point Kayaking looks forward to heading out to the waters once more to enable our visitors and 
locals to experience the Atlantic ‘Big Five’ - dolphin, penguin, whale, sunfish and seals. And of course, let’s 
not forget the abundance of the large variety of birdlife on offer. You can either book one of the regular 
trips with your family or friends. Or, you can join us on your own kayak so that you can enjoy the socializing 
as well as the ‘safety in numbers’ aspect. For bookings and further information, please consult the directory 
on the last page. Look forward to seeing you on the beach! 

Lawn Bowls (Marius Jacobs):  Now that the greenkeeping staff are mowing the bowling green on club days 
prior to the commencement of play, the playing green is faster and more competitive. Bowling play takes 
place each Tuesday and Friday at 10h00 and free training sessions can be arranged if needed. In addition, 
bowls and other bowling equipment is available for use if required. For any queries or additional 
information, please contact the bowling captain - contact details are available in the directory on the last 
page. 
 

Bridge (Terry Mackintosh): The bridge club hosts a tournament in Shelley Point on the second Friday of 
every month and we are very happy to welcome players from all over the West Coast – Langebaan, Darling, 
Yzerfontein, Port Owen, Laaiplek, Velddrif and of course our local Shelley Point and St Helena Bay players. 
The tournament is open to all bridge players from beginners to expert and the next one is scheduled for 
Friday 15 September. If you would like to play, please see contact details in the directory. 

Games Club - Poker (Angelique Dermit): The Poker Club has finally almost reached the point for which we 
were aiming. The recent purchase of six new poker tables has provided us with the opportunity to seat 
forty-eight players comfortably but still have plenty of space to enable people to move around with ease. 
At present, we have thirty regular players and nine occasional players, many of whom started off as novices. 
To keep the Poker Nights interesting, we try and do something different now and again to spice things up 

and add to the fun. The Shelley Point 
Swing  and  Old West Cheat 
Night proved to be big hits this quarter 
with plenty of poker chips being won 
and lost as well as several small prizes 
added in for good measure. Since our 
serious players have to put up with 
these ‘antics’ upon occasion, we make 
sure that they are also accommodated 
with a special ‘High Rollers’ table on 
the regular Poker Nights which are 
held mid-month on a Thursday. Come 
and join in the fun. For contact details, 
consult the directory.  
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Games Club - Bingo (Angelique Dermit): For those of 
you who thought Bingo is a boring game where you 
simply sit and mark off numbers, you haven’t been to a 
Shelley Point Bingo Night. It was a blast with a full house 
comprising forty-eight players and a mountain of 
delectable food platters and drinks. A huge thank-you 
goes to the sponsors of the prizes - their support and 
generosity was much appreciated. The evening kicked 
off with a 90-ball game which was then followed by 
some Pattern Bingo. Well, the ‘Weskus Wine Glass’ 
turned mostly into Wine Vats and the Picture Bingo of 
Shelley Point and St Helena Bay had everyone scratching 
their heads. Highlight of the evening? The Music Bingo 
that had the desired effect with everyone clapping and singing along. To placate the Poker players, we 
rounded off the evening with Pokeno Bingo. So, it was a huge success and the Game Club will be working 
hard to put together yet another smashing event or two this year. Make sure you don’t miss them!  
 
Wellness Fitness/Yoga (Tanya Schilleman): Just like winter has been a period of rest before the flowers 
burst from the ground to amaze us with their colourful hues, so too has Women Making Moves (Ladies 
Fitness Group) also changed. It has steadily evolved during the winter months, adapting to the ever-
changing needs of the fitness community to finally emerge into a diverse, inclusive and vibrant ‘movement’. 
It is now a place where not only women can come to achieve their fitness goals but men too, resulting in 
the new and improved Wo(men) Making Moves Wellness and Fitness Group.  
 
From only a handful of classes a few years 
ago, Wo(men) Making Moves has grown in 
leaps and bounds and now offers a larger 
variety of fitness classes throughout the 
week. All the classes are conveniently 
presented at the Shelley Point Clubhouse 
Studio. By joining the Wellness and Fitness 
group, you will not only be warmly and 
enthusiastically welcomed by everyone but 
you will find that becoming fitter and 
stronger can be fun and a great opportunity 
to experience a sense of belonging to a 
community, irrespective of age or fitness 
levels. Classes offered at the Clubhouse 
Studio include yoga (which also includes 
couples’ classes and golfers’ classes), 
Pilates, Pound, Zumba, Rebound, Step, Body Toning & Sculpting and Kick Boxing.  
For more details on what’s involved with each of the above classes or to set up a first consultation to discuss 
any concerns or physical limitations you may have, please see the contact details in the directory on the 
last page.  

    
 
 
 



   8 

LIFE AT SHELLEY POINT 
 
Rainfall: According to our rainfall recorder, Henri Roux, we received a mammoth 224.5 mm in the last 
quarter (15 May – 14 August). This has been one of the wettest West Coast years ever and with the dams 
full and the countryside around us saturated with water, it’s hard to believe that only a few years ago we 
were limiting ourselves to 30-second showers and recycling our bath and dishwater! Long may the good 
rains continue! 

Stars and Stalwarts: Stefan Schutte (SPN Team):  Twice runner-up in the West Coast Writers’ Circle Annual 
Fiction Contest (2018 & 2019) and longlisted for the Australian Writers’ Centre’s Furious Fiction Contest 
(May 2021), Stefan most definitely deserves the accolade of Shelley Point Star and Stalwart and fellow 
homeowners and residents are all keen to learn more about the publication in June 2023 of his novel, The 
Last Jukebox Heroes. 
 
Editor: Firstly, congratulations on the recent publication of your book, The Last Jukebox Heroes. Please tell 
us a little about your background and what inspired you to start writing. 
Stefan: Thanks so much for the opportunity. Writing has always been in my veins but took a backseat while 
life took its course. Growing up on a farm in the Northwest Province, I was raised on a diet of 
sport while trying to resolve some of life’s questions by listening to my parents’ rock albums. In 2001, 
I moved to Cape Town where I’ve since been working as an accountant in the financial industry. I was about 
ten years old when someone first told me that I should one day become a writer. However, it was not 
until my late thirties that I discovered the drive to respond to this inner calling that had always been part 
of my DNA. 
 
Editor: Please can you tell us briefly what the book is about and why you chose to write on this particular 
subject. 
Stefan: I combined my love for music, writing and observing 
people in this novel and decided to tell the story of a 68-year 
old character sitting alone in a bar, jostling with his whisky-
fueled thoughts as the jukebox plays in the background. The 
songs I listened to while writing his first chapter became the 
songs that played on the jukebox and I asked myself about the 
different characters that had picked the songs. Why those songs 
specifically and what were the characters’ backstories and 
reasons for being in the bar on that night? The novel ultimately 
reveals seven different characters and the surprising connections 
between their pasts. Despite it being quite a dark, hard-hitting 
story highlighting the flawed nature and disconnection 
between us humans, I feel it still carries a message of hope.  
 
Editor:  Was there a lot of research involved before you could 
start writing? 
Stefan: In the first draft, I focused more on the storyline and the 
characters with my writing being guided by their emotions but as 
I progressed through the various stages of edits and rewrites, the 
research required on various topics became crucial. It would, at times, happen that I’d discover 
something through the research that messed with the original storyline or backstories but I would then just 
refocus, edit again and carry on writing.  

Author Stefan Schutte 
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Editor: How long did it take to write? Do you devote a certain time of day to your writing or is it more a 
case of writing whenever you have the time available? 
Stefan: The novel took just over five years from start to publication. I realized early on that the only way 
to complete the book was to try and write every day. So, I got up at five in the morning and wrote for an 
hour or so before waking the kids for school and getting ready for the workday. I also spent quite a bit of 
time working on it over weekends as my day job demanded all my focus during the week. 
 
Editor:  Now that we have learned more about you as an author, please tell us more about you as a person. 
How long have you lived in Shelley Point? Family? Hobbies and interests? 
Stefan: I love sport (rugby, football, boxing etc.) and I’ve always been a huge music fan. We’ve had our little 
place in Shelley Point since 2017 and it has become our family’s sanctuary that we try and visit at least once 
a month. It’s helped me immensely as I often came to Shelley Point for weekend writer’s retreats to work 
on Jukebox. I’ve also had tremendous help and continued interest from all our Shelley Point friends. Glen, 
my neighbour, once knocked on my door during loadshedding with a power extension in his hand. He ran 
it from his house to mine as he was worried that I wouldn’t be able to finish the day’s writing in the dark.  
 
Editor: And finally, for those who would like to purchase a copy of your book, where should they go? Is it 
only available in electronic format or are print versions available in the bookshops? 
Stefan: The eBook is available on Amazon and the paperback at The Book Lounge (Cape Town), Aurora 
Books (Durbanville), and Studio Sea Love (Paternoster Waterfront).  A copy can also be ordered from our 
website www.firebrickbooks.com. Or, visit the website to see an updated list of stockists.  
 
Editor: Thank you Stefan and on behalf of everyone here at Shelley Point, congratulations again and we 
wish you great success with your novel. 
 
Prepaid Electricity meters will no longer function if not updated by November 2024 (SPN Team):  Due to 
a software problem worldwide, on 24 November 2024, all STS-compliant prepaid meters will stop working 
unless they are updated. This is due to a data rollover problem known as token identifier (TID). The update 
process is relatively simple -  two 20-digit tokens need to be entered in every meter and once this is done, 
it will be ready to vend electricity beyond the rollover date. If not done, you will be left in the dark when 
the credit on your meter runs out. Customers can either be tasked with entering the tokens into the meter 
themselves or a designated task team can be sent to every home with a prepaid meter to enter the update 
codes. It’s a huge undertaking and we can only hope that our municipality is already actively engaged in the 
update processes. It is conservatively estimated that more than seventy 
million meters all over the world will need to be updated.  

Dog feeding initiative at Steenbergs Cove (SPN Team): Thanks to various 
donations of food from the community, many dogs in the Steenbergs Cove 
area are now getting fed on a regular basis. A big thank you to those of you 
who have contributed in some or other way to this. Anyone else who would 
like to help-out, please contact Shani at 0763066414. As can be seen from 
the numerous photos we have received, the dogs have been transformed 
from the thin and undernourished animals of six months ago to the fit, 
healthy and happy dogs of today.  

 

http://www.firebrickbooks.com/
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Shelley Point Fire Team (SPN Team): With the advent of warmer and 
drier weather, unfortunately this also means that there is a much 
higher risk of fires on the Estate. Luckily, we have a Fire Team here 
which is made up of volunteers who, in the event of a fire, will act as 
first responders until the Fire Department can get to Shelley Point. 
Our Fire Team are well rehearsed as to what they need to do to 
control a fire and have regular fire drills to test both their readiness 
and the effectiveness of the equipment. This was clearly 
demonstrated during an incident in June when the team were 
alerted to a fire in the control room. They responded immediately 
and the situation was quickly controlled. Pictured below are 
members of the team participating in a fire drill on 20 May. 

Owl Orphanage (SPN Team): The Owl Orphanage is a local facility 
responsible for the rescue, rehabilitation and ultimate release back into the environment of injured birds 
and other wildlife such as tortoises, steenbok, duiker and other local fauna. It is managed solely from private 
donations and as such, they are always actively involved in finding innovative ways to generate income to 
feed and provide medical care for sick and injured wildlife. One of these innovations will result in a wildlife 
art auction scheduled for the end of this year. The event will be live-streamed between South Africa, 
Australia, Germany and England so you can be anywhere and still take part. As such, they would like to 
encourage all wildlife artists to donate a piece of work for this auction. Already, they have received an 
artwork donated by Mariette, a South African born artist who now lives remotely on a farm in Queensland, 
Australia. All funds generated from the auction will go directly to the Owl Orphanage to provide food and 
care for all the wildlife accommodated there. Please contact Tania at taniacopeland@gmail.com if you can 
donate wildlife art, help sponsor the event or get involved in any other way.  

The Owl Orphanage are also presently involved in building owl boxes suitable for Eagle Owls, Barn Owls and 
Kestrels and as such, they are always looking for wood off-cuts (not treated wood). If you can assist with 
the supply of some wood that you no longer want or need, please contact Tania. 

For bird and wildlife rescues in the area, please make a note of the following contact numbers: 

• West Coast – Jacques 0720405465 

• St Helena Bay – Rou 0645156100 

• Paternoster – Tania 0727103481 

Conservation Corner: This is the final contribution by Pieter Viljoen and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank him for the very interesting and insightful articles which have highlighted the 
problems facing Shelley Point from an environmental and ecological perspective. I sincerely hope that the 
issues he has discussed have helped to create awareness and understanding of the situation at Shelley Point 
and that all our homeowners and residents will cooperate to enable our Trustee Committee to achieve their 
strategic environmental imperatives and goals. 

Effect of alien cats at Shelley Point (Pieter Viljoen): Perhaps the least noticeable impact on our wildlife is 
the predation by free-roaming domestic cats. Both owned and unowned (feral/stray) cats are frequently 
observed in the field and caught on a camera trap deployed on the Estate. Extensive research done by 
academic institutions both locally and internationally, have quantified and qualified the nature and extent 
of predation on wildlife. Animal extinctions have been recorded in some countries and domestic cats are 
regarded as a global threat to biodiversity. In South Africa, their order of prey preference is reptiles, small 

mailto:taniacopeland@gmail.com
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mammals, large insects, birds and amphibians. Apparently, the average domestic (owned) cat hunts and 
kills about ninety animals a year. 

Apart from the direct impacts, the indirect impacts on the food chain due to reduced prey availability as 
well as the ‘landscape of fear’ that is created (especially for birds), must be kept in mind. Previous Trap-
Neuter-Return (TNR) efforts by volunteers may have had a stabilising effect on population size but TNR has 
largely stopped and breeding continues. As such, the current population size and reproductive status is 
unknown. At least eighty percent of the cat population must be sterilized in order to achieve zero growth. 

In the absence of monitoring, the effect of supplemental feeding on population size is also unknown but it 
is possible that the availability of liberal food supplies could attract more cats to the Estate. The domestic 
cat problem is highly intractable and TNR results remain equivocal without field data. In view of the serious 
rate of habitat loss and perceived growth potential of the domestic cat population, SPHOA should address 
the problem holistically with the help of wildlife specialists. As a minimum, TNR should continue and 
residents should also assist by ensuring their cats are sterilised, collared and kept inside at night. Residents 
should also refrain from feeding feral/stray cats. Failure to act on this problem is bound to have disastrous 
long term consequences for the local ecology. 
 
INTERESTING SNIPPETS FROM SHELLEY POINT NEWS OVER THE LAST EIGHT YEARS (SPN TEAM):  

One of the highlights in the early years of the newsletter was the Leapfrog Properties Annual Photograph 
of the Year sponsored by Maurits Marnewick and which provided cash prizes for the best three photos 
submitted to the newsletter throughout the year. The winners were decided by readership vote and some 
outstanding images were submitted, some of which you will find below as well as on the SPHOA website. 
The competition certainly showcased the talents of some incredible Shelley Point photographers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016  
“Lighthouse at Night” 

Craig Kennedy 
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“VASCO SAYS” 

Then of course, there was ‘Vasco Says’, a hugely popular addition 
which saw our Vasco statue on Golden Mile Boulevard spouting 
some pearl of wisdom every month. At one stage, he was looking 
real grubby – full of lichen, algae and bird poo. He even had 
vegetation growing out of his hat! So, for several months, he 
implored the powers-that-be to give him a much-needed bath and 
scrub. He nagged so much that eventually he received a full-on 
power wash and was sparkling clean again. Even the garden growing 
out of his hat had been removed.  And who can forget the 
September 2016 column where a photographer captured a picture 
of a dog urinating on the pedestal and Vasco remarking wryly, ‘As 
you can see, it is not only the homeowners who have problems with 
unleashed dogs.’   

2017 
Stompneus Lighthouse 

Trevor Dean 

 

 Craig Kennedy 
Lighthouse at Night 

2018 
“Rolling Wave”  

by Alex 
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OTHER ARTICLES AND RESTAURANT REVIEWS 

The past years also saw heaps of interesting articles on our resident fauna and flora – back-issues can be 
found on the SPHOA website archives if you are interested. In addition, the feral cat sterilization initiative 
was launched resulting in more than eighty cats being sterilized over the years. One doesn’t have to be an 
expert mathematician to figure out how many unborn litters of kittens that represents! Another popular 
addition to the newsletter was the restaurant review, our first set of reviewers being the Famished Foodies 
who a year or two later were then followed by Cheese Mouse & Wine Fly. They collectively unearthed some 
very interesting and exotic eating venues in the area and then based on their recommendations, were then 
enthusiastically visited by our readers. 

“CAN’T PLEASE ‘EM ALL” 

And lastly, a survey was sent out to all the readers about six years ago to ensure that we were providing 
content and information that was of interest and relevance to the homeowners. The feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive and encouraging except for one homeowner (he shall remain anonymous), who 
wrote, ‘Don’t like it, don’t read it, don’t want it.’ Ah well, just goes to show that you can’t please everyone. 

 

“A BIT OF FUN” 

And this photograph appeared in the March 
2017 edition. Anyone stay on 31th street? Or 
has it been corrected to 31st now?  

 

 

A FINAL WORD FROM THE EDITOR:   

As mentioned earlier, I have been very gratified by the numerous emails and text messages that I have 
received from homeowners saying how much they enjoy Shelley Point News and look forward to its arrival. 
The overwhelming sentiment from many of these homeowners is their appreciation for the positivity and 
optimism that is reflected in the pages of the newsletter so I would like to comment on this and add my 
two-cents worth. We are extremely fortunate and privileged to live in one of the few places left in South 
Africa where one is comparatively safe, traffic is comparatively light, service delivery is comparatively good, 
children can still play in the streets and we are surrounded with incomparable beauty and peace. And yet 
despite this, I am continually dumbstruck at the negativity and small-mindedness that often appears on our 
local social media platforms. I am all for constructive criticism and believe sincerely that without it, nothing 
can improve and things will simply languish in mediocrity. But the kind of unsubstantiated and meaningless 
moaning and whining and sometimes, downright maliciousness, that appears on these platforms serves 
absolutely no purpose and just upsets everyone.  Complaints, concerns and criticisms should be directed 
towards the bodies that can do something positive about it. We live in a paradise. Let’s enjoy it together 
and stop looking for things to moan about. 

 

 
 



   14 

 
Please note: The SPHOA Members WhatsApp Group is the official social media platform for the Estate and 
is intended for the distribution of pertinent information to all homeowners and long-term residents. If you 
are not on the group and wish to be, please contact the Estate Manager, Aldo Fourie, so that you can be 
added to the group. Please note also that information and commentary on other WhatsApp groups or other 
social media groups does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Shelley Point News, SPHOA or the Shelley 
Point Management team and may not be endorsed by them.  

 
 

 

SPHOA DIRECTORY 

Position Name E Mail Telephone 

Estate Manager Aldo Fourie manager@sphoa.co.za  066 529 5682 

Administrator Deirdre de Lange admin@sphoa.co.za  022 742 1309 

Security Manager Daniel Plaatjies ShelleyPointSecurity@servest.co.za 082 615 4883 

Security Control Room Controllers NA 

022 742 1380 

022 742 1888 

066 359 4273 

Pro shop /Club house Ilse Lawrence shelleypcc@gmail.com  022 742 1037 

Golf captain John Huxted john.huxted1@btinternet.com  063 762 8034 

Bowls captain Marius Jacobs Marius.jacobs020@gmail.com  060 975 4495 

Tennis captain Marquin Strauss marquinstrauss@hotmail.com  073 203 2411 

Bridge captain Terry Mackintosh didge28@gmail.com  076 600 4641 

Poker / Gaming Angelique Dermit Office.dermotech@gmail.com  0824821741 

Wellness Fitness/Yoga  Tanya Schilleman strongfitwithtanya@gmail.com. 076 2877412 

Kayaking Billy Fisher spkayak@yahoo.com 082 8055363 

Water Safety Initiative Adrian Oelofse  084 2409909 

Community notice board Chris Roberts chezroberts@mweb.co.za  076 783 2035 

SA Police Service St Helena Bay  022 736 8060 

SA Police Service National   10111 

Ambulance National  10177 

Cell phone emergency Universal  112 

WHATSAPP GROUP 

SPHOA Members 

WhatsApp Group 
Administrator: Aldo Fourie 066 529 5682 
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